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Sen Disze, Colifornis,
k. 3 bctobsr, 1939,

HMEMORANDUM F(R THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER$

There seems %o be someé ldes thrit, when et sen, we
should permit the ship to doteriorste for thet rerson,
FWothing, however, could be more wreng then this
conception, The ovportunity, when st ser £6 ~et the
f£ilth off the shin, 18 one thing which should never
he permitted to pess without retion,.

I expect the ship o be clesned up, brighbtwork polished,
decks swept down, ett, et seozr just the ssme =8 4in port.

Let nothing interfere with this objective!

e e ATES, .
Corrierd er, U+SHovy, ’
Gomu'r-nnding, Ve .S o CLARK (361) .




San Piego,Californla,
8 Hovem sy, 1059,

Deor Admircl:

It wes fine to hesr from you & couple of wecks sgo,
erd I wes natur-lly dellghted to note thet both you snd
¥ina sre evidently very well indeed. I imergine thet after
the enjoysble summer which you say thrt you beoth had, you
_ere now in shape to steand the severlty of the Wrshinzton
winter, I regrot exesedingly thet I shell be unrble to
drop in on you, 28 I used to do, but I plen to hold these
missing times in sbeyemse, -nd expend them sll, when I
zet there, probebly mext yecr. I noted whet you seild shous
enfnesring eompetition, snd neturelly I Heve dropped the
whole discussion uoon your recommenictlons I dontt think
thet snyone will comment upon the CLARK lesdin:s the Sgusdyon,
end therefore improvéng her englnsering score, hecause
anyone who knows, knows thet lsst yocr there were prroticelly
no tscticsl exereises, snd the CLARK did ~hout the srme
smount of stesming in formetion o5 dld the rst, This yerry
for exemple, for the prat month, the CLARE hes not lesd rt 211,
hut hos been the third ship 1ln Destroyer Division Flve,
owlng to the fect thet thls seemed %0 be the most sulisble
place for her for gunnery vurposes, Nipdful of your rdvice
lrst yeer I hrve, on ecceslons; when the CLARK lesd the
Squadron ssked the Division Comender whother we were meinteining
avitenle strtion without unnecesssry spesd chenges, snd I wes
rlveys informed thet eéverythins wes fine, As o mobtter of
informrtion the CLARE still stends two amons the 1850%s in
cnginsering conpetlitlion, ~nd we heve whittled down the lesd of
the TINSLCW, so thret I now helieve, if £11 soes well, we will
overhaul her very 800nhe

The CLARK fired Ni-ht Divialon Leittle Prrctice 1est
ni-ht, snd did ressonably well et the maximum ranve, Ve did
retter then we 418 the »revious verre f3 r mesiter of ‘nterest
the CLARK wes awsrded a2 cun e fireconirol second nrize for
ner verformsnce in D-y Divismion ard ¥i-ht Division Practice

last year.

Our Sque~dron hes recently suffered =2 severe “low in the
1085 of Cnp sin A.F.Dresel, ‘he Scurdron Commsnder. T think
thet I told -ou thet ke wes in the hospitel suffering from
hish ¥vpotension, Arterlel, snd I think I wrcs somewhrt
optimistie swout him =t thet tlme, HE wevsr the siturtion hers
now chen-ed, rnd the Hedicr1l Deprrinent ot San Dicge hrve
reoorzenied him for retirement, -nd Cenieipn Irving He liryfleld,
hss been ordered to relleve him, OC-5sin Dresel is » Pine m-n,

.




and since he hes been in the Squadron he has obtained the
full loyalty, and suppert of his personnel, He was quite
studious and worked heard on all tactisal problems in whiesh
we engaged before he was detached to the hospital, As s
matter of information he salled me in md showed me my
fitness report which was "outstending,

I did not mentlion in my last letter to you, the
merging of the Bureaus of Engineering, and Construction and
Repalr, because I was not famliliar with the changes. I have
now seen the new reorganization, and it looks to me as though
it may wrk out, TNatwrally, you there in Washington, know
more about this setup that § do, but it looks to me as 1if
Engineering had obtained the best bhlllets in the joint buresus,
The appointment of Admiral Robinson as Chief Coordinstprhas
meet with general approvalg but I fmmgine that when the tire
comes to choose a rellef for him, politiecal policy will be
wetty solid in favor of some Conatrustion and Repair csndidate,
I think that the ldea of havirng ons materiel bureau instead of
the two separate bwreaus is a good idea, It will,take time
30 work out fully because of the prevalence of a considerable
number of "die hards",who like the bureau setup better,

I was glad to hear thst you had ssen the Roas!s and that
they both look very well indesd, I anm a y glad to hear this,
because I have a very deep regard for both of them « they don't
coméd any better nowdays -« and I want to always know that they

are around and well, I notlce that you did not confirm my
remark that Charles is to g to some Navy Yard, such as New York
as manageér, so perhaps my infomm tion was incorrect, but I hope
that it is not,

From here the Furopean situation seems to be at an impass,
our information may be the same as yowrs, but the chanses are
that yows is considerably better than ours, I rely in a major
part upon the radio reports to supply me with some conception of
what is being done over there, I find Welter Lippmenn quite
valusble begauvse of his disocussions of the Europeen setup, and
what it implies for the future, Out here you would never know
that a war was going on. Ve operate now as aslways with
practically no chsnge in what we do or why, We do have
armed sentries on ow decks at nights, but outslde of that
we are as distant from the war or the signs of war as
one could possibly imagine, Frankly I do not like it, I
should like to be nearer the seene of action,

There is not mueh else to dissuss except that Chiek
salled away to Hawali, snd I have not heard fyrom him since he
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left, Art Davis as you know went to China, so I guess that
three of "your boys" are pretty far away from you, Needless
to say none of us 1like it that way,

The weather here until sbout ten days ago has been
surprisingly warm and emeellent, but has not turned into
fog and rain, with the major portion of it fogs, I do not
object to this « because I fesl that owr Navy out here is
entirely too much of a smooth water outfit, I had a funny
experienss the other day in ths foge I was steaming into
San Diege with & fog visibility of about 1500 yards, s as
I rounded Nerth Islamxi, a destroyer which was anchored there
. 4n the fog got underway and followed me iny Upon reaching
/'the Perry Lane the visibility lad decreased to about 100
yards, I backed down to let the Ferry Boat pass, and,
at the seme time, put one of the ships boats on eash bow, and
one ahead of me to assist in guiding me down the channel to
my buoy, While I was stopped it was reparted that a destroyer
with a 24" searchlight on, was closing me rapidly on my
starboard quarter, I could not imagine vhat he was attempting

to do, I signalled to him "not to pass®, He them backed down,
snd I went on to my mooring, where I moored in the fog, using
the searchlight of the neat as my gulde, I have sinee been
informed that the reason this destroyer came so ¢lose to
starboard quarter was to mem» a landing on ms, thinking
that the CIARE waa the starbomrd wing ship of his nest. Can
you imagine my consternation had he continued on and thrown

over his lines for the purpose of mooring slongside, when I
was in fact underway in the Ferry Lane?

T hope that this le tter 1s not too long, end I
hope thet you find it interesting,

With beat regards to you and Nima,
I am as ever,

Yours sincerely,

Feer Admirel Frenk E,Cl:rk, Ue.Sells
The Dresden, )
2126 Connectic t A ve,,
Weshincton, DeCe
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Sen Diego, Cel4fornisa,
, ¢ Hoverber, 19398,

ICMORANDUM FOR LISUTENANT COMIANDER H oS oCOVINGTON,Uul oS DETROTT ¢

Lvout three weeks a2go I regussted thet upon the
detschment of N.A . Morris, Shipfitter Second Cless, to the
Svomardine Bsse, Hew London, Comnectlcut, for duty -
suthorized by the Buryeeu of HNrvigation « he be replesed by
Robert Wilmson, Shipfitter Sesond C lsss, now on bosrd the
IITNEY, The resson I recuested WILSON by nane was besause
he was one of the ortglnel CIARK ships company, wes roted
Shipficter Third Cleas on bosrd this véssel, rni I understend
thet he deslires to returnm to the CIARK, At least I em so
informed by my cerpenters mate,

Will you nlesse direct the THITIEY o agend VILSOW -
to the CLARK, now a8 wé mesd a shipfitter, »nd hrve nom,

~—

RelTe TATES, _
Comzander, TS Hevy,
Cormending, Ued oS oCLARE (351),




San Diego, Califcrhia,
21 Rwemb”. 1939,

Attention M¥r. Clifford Ellison, Hanager,
Des Sirs | \ — "

The Lnclosed check for $33,00 is in payment of the
ten (10) tickets whish you  me fer the Lunt and
Fontanne show far Friday Evening Decembder 1, 1939,

Please osnsel the tickets for the Alexander
Woolleott lecture on Deesember 12, 1939, besausc my
ship will not be in part on that night, I regret the
necessity for this camellation, but I had understood
that the Alexander Woolloott lectwre was to bde on
Friday Evening rather than Tuesday Evening,

Thank you very much for your kindness in this
matter and forgive my delay in not sending you my
chegk sooner, but I did not get yowr lotter until two
days agoe -

Would it be possible to obtain two more tickets
for the Desember 1, 1939, show?

Very sincerely vowrs,

R.WeBates,
Cormander, U.S.Navy,
Commending, U.S.S.Clark (361).

Savoy Theatre,
Third at C Street,
San Diego,Californin,




San Diege,Californis
29 November, 1958,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER®

In wandering sbout the ship this morning I noted two
or three incications of what I was refarring to yesterday,

1. I noted painting of ladders aft on the port side,
These ladders were sovered with dlrt and the steps
were rustye L

2, I noted that trash and garbasge which had been placed in
the cans, had spilled on the deck round about, and no
move of any kind to clean it up had been made,

3¢ I noted a nsw deok hand named WALKER who was without
dungerees, and who will soon be wlthout any uniforms
whatsoever ,unless he 1s assigned to wateh standing,
or some other duty, whish willl protest his belongings,

The entire course of a blue Jackets l1ife in the navy
nay be adversely €ffected hry his first few days aboard ship,

In oonnection with the painting I had thought it was
understood that we would limit owr painting to covering up
the red lead, after it had drled , with grey paint, and
would not at{mmt to put grey palnt on elsewhere ,unless the
situation was favorable, not only as regerds the condition of
the paint work § but 'also as regards the cooperation of the

engineer department,
It appears to me thatg

(a) The paint locker is wide open, and (b) that paint
is igsued freely without sultable direetion, I
therefore took it upon myself this morning to
definlitely indicate my platform on this subject to the
Firgst Lieoutenant,

RJWeBATES,
Cormander, U.S,Navy
COmmanding, ﬁcSoSt GLARZ& (561) .




San Diego,Califonie
30 November, 1939

Dear Spikes

The CLARK has been designated for services with the
UTAE during the week ¢ ommencing 1l December, 1959, The
Squadron Cormander is interested in knowling when you desire
the CLARK, end where, so that we may know when we may best
leave ths tenders fe are scheduled to leave on Saturday,
9 December, 1939, but owing to a Board of Inspection and
Survey, that is being held on the CUMMINGS next week, the
CUMMINGS desires to remain alongside the tender untii the
following Mondsy morning, snd as the CLARK 1s inboard of
the CUMMINGS, the CUMMINGS ean not remain alongaide, 1f the
cg.gK must get underway before 0800 on Monday, 11 December,
1939 4

I hate to bother you about this, besause I know that
in the course of events, you would have advised me, but you
oan see that the situstion 1s a 1ittle different then might
have been expected.

I hope that this letter finds you and Mrs. Blandy,
enjoving yowselves, and that the good ship UTAH 1s
performing as you hoped,

With warmest personal regards,

Yours very sincerely,

Capt&in W.H.P.Blandy, U.S‘N.
UOSOS.UTAH'
San Pedro,California.




San Diego,Californis,
4 Decomber, 1939,

Dear Admirals

I am addreasing this letter to the Dresden Apartments
with the hope that it will fall into your hands as returned
from the hespital, s new man, When I received a letter,

about a week ago, from Nina, telling me that you were in the
hospital suffering from appendimitis, I was somewhat startled,

I realizedhowever, that having ‘the appendix out was a very fine
thing, and I realizeo{further that, while 1ts removel would

have a temporary adverse affest on your gstem, yet in the end
1t would very probably improve your health, I likewise hoped
that the rest in the hosplital would be bery helpfule I therefore
pushed my 1deas of alarm aside, and reflésted upon the good to
you, whish would eventually result, To paraphrase "Even an

111 wind does good®,

I should have written to you a few days earller than this,
but I have been sitting as a member of a Court of Inquiry,
concerning the death of an officer whé fell out of a window in
San Diego, and my time has been short, As a matter of fact ’
the court has not finished as yet, but should finish this weelk,

Theré is not much news to report, as the situation out here
is definitely quiet, We are awaiting the neport-of the
selsction board for Captain and Admiral which should be out
by the time this letter falls into your hands, No body knows
very much about what is be done by the board = all we have
is the news from the Army and Navy Register which states that
twelve Captains are to be selested far Admiral, and fifty-two
Commanders are to be selected for Captalne At that raye” the
Admirals should go Into the 1907 class, and the Captains to
the bottom of the 1914 oclass, This puf:s me up next year,

Captaln Hickey wrote a letter of commendation frrom Panama
to the Chief of the Bureau of Navigation soncerning the award
to the CLARK of a gun and firecontrol second prize whioch reads
as follows:

"le I consider that the excellent performance of the CLARK
was due to the untiring efforts of the Cormanding Officer,
Cormander Rishard W, Bates, U.S.l., who deserves the
greatest oredlt for the efficient ship and firecontrol
operation of the CLARK which resulted in the awarding of
this prize, .

2, It is requested that this letter be made a part of
ol




the fitness report of Commanler Richard W, Bates,
TsSelNe¥,

This was very nice of him, and I truly appresiste his
friendly interest,

We now heve a new Squadron Commander, Captain
Dresel 1s gone, to be retired physically for Hypertension,
I guess, and Captain Mayfleld, a recent ald to the Secretary
of the flavy, has besome camo&oro. He seems gquite pleased
with the Squadron, and I believe he ig justified, although
theresgsults of perfcrmance have not yet been published to the
Flotilla, I think the Squadron leads, I did not know
Captein Hickey or Captain Dresel, but I do know the Mayfields
soclally, and it looks as though this years sruise will be
as pleasant, and I hope as productive, as lastyears was,

Our scheduls for the next month is practically zero,.
We leave the tender next Monday, and have some minor practices
at sea, returning to pori probably Wednesday, where wh will
remain until after New Years Day, .

Y was awfully glad to see that the Marine Corps
had selected Chick Glovers brother in law to be a Lieutenant

Colonel, and I was even more pleased with the snnouncement
that they had selected owr old pal Roy Hunt to be a full
Colonel, Both are excéllent cholees, and the Marine Corps
is to be congratulated, ‘

] I have not heard a word from Chigk, but I read in this
‘mornings peper that a typhoon is now at Manila, I hope that

. Art Dgvis 1s a good seamsn, becauss his cormand will perhaps

/ suffer should 1t run into the danger sector of this typhoon,

I am in excellent health, and feel partisularly delichted
} because of the Navy victory over the Army Saturday, I hope
5 this vietory was as pleasing to you as it was to all of us
out here, The Navy made gquite & day of it,

I trust this letter finds you and Nina both feeling
quite well under thé cilrcumstances, and both looking forward
to a festive season,

Best regards to both of you, and I want you to know
t-at I miss you very much indeed,
3
| As ever,
hear Ldm. ranl T.Clark, Yours sineerel
f T-e Dresden,zle8 Conne.nve, Yo
‘ “Jashington, D.C.




In Reply
Refer To

U. S. S. CLARK
San Diego,California,
7 December, 1939,

CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND HEADS OF D EPARTMENTS:

1. The Captain is thoroughly dissatisfied with the
evident lack of direction of repair wark in the variocus
departments. Thig is plalnly evident froma s tudy of
the ship's work list for the mresent overhsul which indicates
that praotically all overhaul work was completed by the
second week, leaving nothing to be sccomplished the third
week, and in addition a considerebls portion of the werk
done alongside the tender by ship's perasonnel, is work
that can bed one anytime, anywhere, The fact that ship's
work to be d one, slongside the tender, is supposed to be
primsrily work which can only be done slongside the tender,
seems to be loat sight of,

2. The Captain in addition considers that the small
work lists far tender work indicate a lask of thorough
knowledge of the various departments, The fact that work
requeats are wonsiantly . submitted alongside the tender for
work which should have besen known well in advance is

disheartening,
Se The Ceptain desires that such conditions no

longer obtain on board this vessel as the heads of departments
have been on board long e nough to have become familiar with
their departments, It 1ls therefore direocted that in the next
couple of months intervening between this pregent tender
overhaul and the next overhaul in the third quarter, all
officers famalliasrize themselves with their contemplated jobs,
and that they lay out work a3 follows:

{(a) For the tender. All repelr work and alterations, which
#re within the capacity of the shipfs force, either
because of a lack of material or because of a
shortage of personnel, or facilities, There are so
many items in this category that are more in the
province of the tender, than that of the ship, that
it is beyond the Gapta!’.n's comprehension to
understand whyy unier these conditions, the tender
work for all dQepartments, for the past two overhauls,
has been practically zero.

For ship's work. In a shlp of this class, which is
relatively new, but which has passed its three year
period, numerous minor fallures of equipment and

material should be constatitly ‘occurrimg O¥ing to the

o
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In Reply
Refer To

gonrpiprazrzaz U S S CLARK

shortege of pargonnel, and te the rapld m of
porsomel, amaxuaw to the laok of £

of the ndw personwmsd with their equipment zeny

Jobs uhﬁ.gh um:}.é “e e dono at mﬁ r&m
peratane} smst nesssas Qelayed un ties
glongside tls tender, and tire sl ongatde the tender,
are available,

4y Iends of depurtwnis are directsd o study t hely
aopurmnu on the bLasis of s complets and soxxehensive ghipls
vl 10ad for the nmext overhaule

{1) To do this thoy wills

{m) ﬁhaw& il jous vhich reguire overhaul elongside
the tender, m:id whioh can ot Le handlied awey
o the ﬁmﬂw-

{b) Take eaoh of the above Jobs and estadblish
eloritien,

(8) Eastimnte the numher of man hours nsesgsary O
satisfectarily comple te eaeh jJob,

{(d) Ratirmte the nuier of working personnel that
gach deper toent will have dwring the peried of
ths elongside tender overhanl,

{e) Tstirmte the mziber of man hours that will be
avallabhle, assuminz ~fx hows actual vork pey
Gy, -er mane

“hen the total number of man hours of work to be dene
by the ghipls ferce, should more than equal the
nebar of men hmms available within the ship,

that the completion of the shipte work azorngslae
the te in sdvance of the esoupletion of the

tarxder overhaul i1l be odviated omd considerably
aore ship's work than uaual will be done,

is directed that the abm work 1fats Cor both
tendey and thip's wvork aslongside tender be prapared snd s ubmitted
%o the Captzin £ his apirovel not later than iwo weeks defore the
naxt scheduied overhanle

t. »9¢¢.ﬁf4. L_n&
rinder, U =5 llATY
Loy ':ﬁ!ﬁ!'fﬂ s Telale {581)a




Sen Di.ego,califa' nia
13 December, 1939,

Dear Rider:

It seems that the only timea I write to you are to ask
for some informtion, I hope that you will be gble to answer

the questions I ask,

Last time I wrote you concerning the Shipts Service, and
I am glad to say that we finally got by that alright, although
the board did note the failure of the Ship's Service Officer
to sign for goods delivered, but the matter is over now, and
you need not worry any more about it,

A new thing has arisen to plague us, Last April we
ordered rubberized cotton deck matting for the bridge, The
matting has arrived, but only enough for that portion of the
bridge inclosed by %he glass windows, The part of the bridge
wvhich is open to the weather - that is, where the signal force
operates - has received no replacement, and Mare Island
indicates that the matting supplied was all that we asked for,
Our records are very incomplete, ani TUNA is on leave, so
I have to fall back on you far more informatlion, before I
take a "pot shot" at the Supply Department of the yard,

What I wish vou to tell me is this « Did we order deck
matting to complete the whole brldge or 4i1d we order deck
matting for the d osed portlon only?

Things are not as hectlie out here as they were last year,
although we have fired most of owr practices, ¥We stand "Two®
out of Meleven" in the 1850's in short range - we stand "two®
in engineering, am we did very well in B.T.P,"A",making over
100, e have éone reagsonably well in antie-asireraft practices,
The ship looks pretty well, although not as well as we did last
year at thls time, reason for the latter is that, we lost
ow First Lieutenant, Lieuterant (jg) Eugene C, Rider, and we
have lost the Chief Boatswain's Mate, CALVIN, who has gone
to duty at the Washing ton, Navy Yard, and most of our veteran
personneles Ve are laboring hard though, and I estimate that in
+he next two weeks we should be up to par, I still think we
lead the destrorers in cleanliness and upkeep,

I hear that you are now Plotting Room Officer, and I
think that is swell., However, you tell Comr:ender Shumaker,
that I am still waiting to hear that you got the turret you

wanted,

c-lo




We miss your friendly self on board, and hope that
now and then, you miss your frlends on tﬁs CLARK o

Best wishes for a prospercus New Year'!s season,

I am as ever,

Simcerely,

Lieutenant (jg) Bugene C, Rider, U.S.i.
U,3,8¢ SAN PRANCISCO,
#PM New York, N.Y,.




In Reply : : o 5

Refer To FC3/

P18/00 o .
Serial 15€5 DESTROYER SQUADRON THREE

U.S. S. CLARK, Flagship

- San Diego, California
FIRST INDORSEVENT to 18 December 1939
TO GLARK Ltr. DDo6l/P18
serial 505 of 18 Dec. 193%.
From: commander Destroyer Squadron THREE.

T Comnmender. Ricunard W, Bates, U.3.N. -
(Commanding O0fficer, U.S5.S. CLARK).

s*:tibject: Leave - Request for,

1. Returned, apbrovad.

Io Ho M.;.»YFIEID




In Reply
Refer To

DD361 /718 | |
‘Serial/.n-SGS U. S. S. CLARK

San Dlego,Celifornia
18 Vecember, 1955.

Froms Commender Rishard W, Bates, U.S3.M,
(Cormanding O0ffilcer, U,S.S.Clark ).
To Commander Destroyer Squadron THREE,

Subjecty Leave - request for,

1. It 1s requested that I be granted seven (7) days
leave commencing 18 Decemver, 1538,

2e If this request is granted, my address while on
leave will be: 727 Paru Street, Alamsda, California.

Se I am a member of a court of lnquiry, whieh has not
been dissolved, but lsave has been autharized by Commander
Aircraft Scouting Farce dispatsh 1118«0850 of December, 1939,

4, I have had no legve this fiscal yar,

ReWeBLTES
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Sen Diego,Califarnia,
26 Degember, 1939,

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your confidentisl letter
dated December 16, 1939, with reference to Clifford
G, Worton, I shall be happy to farwerd the
information you desire in your letter, provided
that you inform me as to the organizaﬁion you
represent.,

I should apmreciate further infarmtion as to
why you address this office, Was this office given
by Mr, Norton as a referense?

Very truly yours,

R.W,Bates,
Cormeander, U.S.Navy,
Commanding, U.S.S.Clark (361).

r, GeI.Jones,
307 S.,Division Street,
Stevens Point, Wise,




In Reply
Refer To

DD361 /P18
Serial 505

From:

To

Subject:
l.

U. S. S. CLARK

San Diego,California,
18 December, 1939,

Commander Richard W, Bates, U.S.N,
(Commanding Officer, U,S.S,.Clark ).
Commander Destroyer Squadron THREE,

Leave - request far .

It is requested that I be granted seven (7) days

leave commencing 18 December, 1939,

2e

If this request is granted, my address while on

leave will be: 727 Paru Street, Alameda, California,

Se

I am a member of a court of inquiry, which has not

been dissolved, but leave has been authorized by Commander
Aircraft Scouting Farce dispatch 1118-0850 of December, 1939,

4.

I have had no legve this fiscal year,

wﬁ~

R .W.BATES




N. Nav. 206
(Tane 1028) ‘ .

REPORT OF LEAVE OF ABSENCE
(SEE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW)

U.S +S.CLARK (361) 26 December,1939,

(Ship or Station) (Date)
Commander Richard W, Bates, U.S.N.

(Commanding Officer)

From:

To: BUREAU OF NAVIGATION, NAVY DEPARTMENT.

Subiect: { Report of leave of absence.
Ject: Report of authorized delay counting as leave of absence.

I ormity with requirements-of U. S. Navy Regulations, I repdrt the following
lea abse ce taken by: ‘

/ BATES ,Richard W, Cormander, U.S.N, = 673

ignal number)

(Name, (Rank and corps) S
i orders of - COMBEHON TREE T8 December 1535,

under orders of
Norte.—Use either (a) or (b). Do :r!ot use }Joth for same leave. 7 da

(a) Leave: Total number of days, including any travel time Mok I

(b) Delay counting as leave or leave between stations: Total number of days, excluding

preparation period of 4 days and excluding allowance for travel timé from old to
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v
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must be taken to insure that correct number of days of leave is reported and corresponds with the inclusive

dates reported. U. 5. GOVERNMENY PRINTING OFFI‘C\I
1+—06271 \
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San Diego,California
29 December, 1939,

Dear Cegptain Hickeys

I regret the nesessity of writing this letter to you,
but I am oconstralned to do so, because of the adverse
action of the selection board in yowr case, I do not
know what the gulding prineiples are which are used by the
selection boards, and I imagine the prineiples change from
time to time with eaoh board, I do know, however, that
results ob-alned in sea assignments eviéently do not
count for very mush, because the Third Squadron under
your sommand, was developed from a "helter skelter" group
of ships into the outstanding destroyer Squadron in this
Navye Youwr Squadron out performed all others in all items,
with the possible expseption of engineering, and the performance
of the Squadron in tactlies, so far as I was able to
ascertaln, was excellent,

I hed heard from Cormander Schulrmann that Admiral
Pye thought very highly of you, I, therefore, had hoped
that you had a distinet advantage over yowr peers, and that
your international background would help you in view of
your training in Europe and South America, but for some
reason, the selection board musk have felt that other
factors were more important at this time,

I can see no bther reason for the severe blow which
befell you and us, because we were, and are all for you,
I hope that by the time you receive this letter you will
have become reconciled to the situation, and I feel
confident that the job that you are doing down there in Panema
as Chief of Staff 1s on a par with your exceptional success

in the destroyerse.

As you may have noted you are not alone among the
destroysr Squadron Cormanders this year, So far as I have noted
none of the Squadron Cormanders, who have served here
recently were honored by the selection board, and it would
appear as !f, possibly, Destroyer Admirals were not wanted
at this time, I do not think that we can count Cgptain Kidd,
because his destroyer service was some years ago.

I aprreclated, more than I oan tell, your kindness in
writing that letter cormending my performance to the Chief
of the Bureaun of Ravigation, I know that you are very busy
down there, and that yowr responsibilities are many, and yet
despite thls work load you took time off, to do me this serv{ce.
I want you to know that such loyalty 1s asppreciated, which
makes your letter the mare valuable to me, I wrote letters

wle




far the offigers that I feltcredit was due, within the CLARK,
80 it will not be necessary for you to write the letters which
you so generously offered to write,

The Squadron has been dolng very well indeed this year,
I think that in Shart Range# Destroyer Division FIVE and SIX
lead, and the CLARK stands "two" out of "eleven" "leaders" in
that practice. In Torpedo Practise "A" the CLARK stands "two"
or "three", and in engineerin% she stands "one" or "two" for
the year emong the leaders, In Night Division the CLARK stands
"two" out of "nine" ships with the REID leading by & small

margin,

Both of the Division Commanders, RUDDOCK and DUGCER were
selected far Captain - in fact all Div:fsion Cormanders in the
Destroyers, Battle Farce, I belleve were selescted. Of your
Captalns, GEARING, TODD and CARTER were selected, with BRITTAIN
passed over, Kenneth Noble, Commanding Officer of the DOWNES
was selected, but he was not here with you,

I suppose that you know by now that we have lost Captain
Dresel, through retirement, due to physical disability, He was
& very fine man, and loved his job, which made it very hard for
him to leave the Navy for goods &He has been replaced by
Captain Irving S, Mayfield, former aid to the Secretary of the
Navy, and there can be no cioubt, but that the Squadron is
oexceptionally lucky in this appointment, What squadron sould

have better fortune than to be lead by such Squadron Commanders
as HICKEY, DRESEL, MAYFIELD¢% :

I hope that this letter finds you and lrs, Hickey
in the best of health, and enjoying yowr stay in Panama, despite
the inadequascy of your quarters.

With best wishes for the new year,

I em, as ever, your old flag Captain,

Captailn Andrew S, Hickey,
15th Naval District,
Balboa, Canal Zone,




San Diego,California,
6 January, 1940,

Gentlemens

I am in reeeipt of your bill, which is herewith
returned, It seems to ms that you have a ¢rust to
send me a bill far luggage which has not been received
by me, and which you well know has nhot been reseived,

I furthsr fedl that as a business organization
your performance in this ease is distinctly low class,
As you will remember I purchased this luggage from you -
about 22 December, 1939, and the luggage was to be
shipped to the CLARK right eway., It did not srrive
after one week, so I sent you a te].e%-am, which I
know you received, stating that the luggage had not
arrived, and requesting that you expedite its delivery.
I received a letter from you stating that you were
investigating, and now two weeks after the purchase
without further adieu you send me this bill, The
luggage has not arrived yet,

I would suggest that you reorganize somebody.

Yours very truly,

R.W.BATES,
Commander, U,.S.Navy,
Comanding, U.S.S.Clark (361),

CeA.Malm and Co.,
230 Post Street,
San Francisco,California.




¢

San Diego,California,
15 January, 1940

Dear Pete:

We happened to discover in our correspondence today
a letter from Cormaemder Destroyers, Battle Farce, to the
Commandant, Navy Yard, Mare Island,Califarnia, dated 20
Oc tober, 1539, Ser1al’6629 in which 1t refers’to our
interim docking at Mare Island, for February, 1940,

It seems to me, that this is in error, for it was my
understanding that, with the new bottom pafnt i1t was
not planned to dock us for another 18 months tapproximately).

The strange thing in light of the gbove, is that
Command er Destroyers, Battle Farce, has not scheduled us
far an interim docking period on the exercise schedule for
the third quarter 1939-40,

Outside of that I hope you are swell and all my pals
at Yare Island are likewlse, ‘

It may interest v-u to know that the CLARK is leading
the 1850 ton destroyers in engineering, but by a very small
margin indeed,

Cerdially yours,

Navy Yard, Mare Island,Califomias,




San Franoisco,Calif,
17 January, 1940, .

Dear Calving

The inclosed letter of resommendation is being
forwarded t you as psr your request, I am sorry that I
have delayed a few days in wrlting it, but I do not think
that you will require such a letter while you are in the
Navy; and, while the National Emergency exists, I do not
believe there is any way of getting out,

The CLARK has been doing quite well since you left
although I can frankly say that your services are misse&
very markedly, Ye had & surprise inspection from our
new Cormodore, Captain Irving S, Mayfleld, and we were
marked excellent in cleanliness, and upkeep, e have
never received higher than very good before, although,
as you know, we were entitled to it,

I hope that this letter finds you and Mrs, Calvin,
in the best of health and enjoying your stay at Charleston,
Captain Ross, the Yard HManager was my old boss in the
Bureau of Engineering, and I should 1ike it very much if
you would step in and say "hello" to him,

We are now at sea in the Fleet Problem, and are
thoroughly enjoylng ourselves,

Best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Re.WeBates,
Cormander, U.S.Navy,
Cormanding, U.S.Se. CLARK (361),

Louls L, Calvin, CeBe'lse UeSelNe
Navy Yard, 5harleston, SeCo
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San Franocisco,Californis,
17 Janvary, 1940,

TO WOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The bearer of this letter Louls L, Caelvin, Chief
Boatswaints Muate, U.S.Navy, has served on this veasel
under my command, far a period of sbout sixteen (16)
months - from Juiy. 1938, until November, 1939, He was
the shipts leading petty officer and, as such was charged
with unusual responsibilities, concerning the personnel
and the materisl of this ship,

I found him extremely valuable, He 1s intelligent,
possesses an excellent knowledge of seamanship, is very
loyal, enjoys the confidence and respest of boﬁh the
officers and orew, and is exemplary in his personal hebits,

For anyone who 1s seecking quallitles sirdlar to the
above among hils employees I can unhesitatingly recommend
Mr, calvm.

R.W.BATES,
Cormmander, U.S.Navy,
Commanding, U.S.S.CLARK (361).




In Reply .

Refer to:

U. 8. S. CLARK (361)

Enroute San Diego,California,
20 January, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR NAVIGATOR AND QFFICERS OF THE DECK:

1. I have not been satisfied with the manner in
which the sldes to Navigation have been r eported: For example -
This evening the Officer of the Deck reported that he noted
what he thought was the loom of Point Arguello Light. I do
not recollect whether he indicated the bearing or not. Some-
time later after walting for a report of sighting Point
Arguello Light 1in fact, and not having yet received such a
report, I called the Officer of the Deck, and asked if the light had
been sighted, To this I was given a reply in the affirmative,
I then cautioned the Officer of the Deck that, in the future,
he must not report a light, until he seen it and had verified it

with a s top watch.

2. Point Arguello Light was passed abeam at about
1905, No report has yet been made to me gbout passing the
light abeam, ar the dlstance when the light was passed abeanm,

Se This 1s infomation which should be given to the
Captain immediately, as well as to the Squadron Commander.

4.(a) It is hereby directed that in the future except as
noted in paragraph 5 no light be reported until it has:

(1) Been SEEN,
(2) Been CHECKED with a stop watch, unless for
some reason this 1s not possible,

When the light is reparted the BEARING is to be
reported also.

When a light 1s passed ABEAM a report is to be
made of this fact as well as the DISTANCE passed abeam,

All reports are to be made to me, as well as to the
Squadron Commander and, when practicable, are to be
made on a memorandum pad or, falling in that on a
piece of scratch paper,

5. There may be occasions when it 1s advisable to
report the LOOM of a light especilally if the apparent course
of the ship is beyond the range of vislbility of the light, or
in case the LOOM appears to be on a DANGEROUS BEARING.

R.;.BA:T‘Es,é N -

Commander, U.S.Navy,
Cormamiing, UsS.S.Clark (361).
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